APPENDIX A                              I7I
The eldest son of Philip Steer of Bickley, another Philip Steer (1779-
1860), was Steer's grandfather. He farmed the property of Yetson in the
parish of Ashprington and later that of Highhouse in the parish of Dod-
brooke, in whose churchyard he is buried. He married Mary (1786-1881)
daughter of Thomas Cutmore of Ashwell in the parish of Diptford by
his wife Mary, daughter of Robert Pryn of Morleigh. Thus this daughter
of Thomas Cutmore of Ashwell was Steer's grandmother. After her hus-
band's death she resided at Borough, then occupied by her second son,
Thomas Steer (1812-1884), Steer's 'Uncle Tom*, whom he and his
brother, Harry, often visited in their early years. Steer's grandmother died
at the age of 95 and was interred with her husband at Dodbrooke.
The eldest son of Philip Steer of Yetson and Highhouse, another Philip
Steer (1810-1871), born at Yetson, was Steer's father. All the hamlets to
which reference has here been made lie close together in the neighbour-
hood of Kingsbridge, and it is clear that Steer's father was born of stock
which had its roots very firmly planted in the ruddy and fertile soil of that
corner in Devon. Steer's father, however, did not follow the family tradi-
tion of farming, but earned his living as a painter and teacher of painting.
Paintings by him now in possession of the family include the above-
mentioned portrait of his grandmother, Mary Steer, and also portraits of
his father, his wife, and his daughter (as a child), a self-portrait, and several
scenes of the Devon coast and the Wye Valley. Philip Steer married late
in life (1853) at Hanwood, Shropshire, Emma (1816-1898) the elder
daughter of the Rev. William Harrison, M. A. Philip Steer's work led him
to live at various places away from his native County, and thus it chanced
that it was at Birkenhead that Steer, their third and youngest child, was born
on the Festival of the Holy Innocents, 28 December, i860. Later, Steer's
parents lived at Whitchurch in Herefordshire, where they are buried.
Steer's mother, daughter of the Rev. William Harrison, was descended
from the Yeoman family of Harrison which had owned and occupied
Woodhouse Farm in the Parish of Aldford (near Chester) since the
seventeenth century. Their substantial tombstones may still be seen in Aid-
ford Churchyard. Mrs. Philip Steer was in direct descent from John
Harrison of Woodhouse (1700-1778) who married Margaret, daughter of
William Jeffreys of Wem, a kinsman of Lord Jeffreys of Wem, the famous
Lord Chancellor. Although his brother was a strong supporter of the case
so ably made by H. B. Irving in 'The Life of Judge Jeffreys*, Whitewash-
ing* the Judge, Steer was disposed to accept the more popular view of Ac
Chancellor's conduct. John Harrison's sister, Mary, married (1729) tfeir
neighbour, Thomas Brassey, of Bulkeley, the great-great-gtandf^ier of
the first Lord Brassey of Bulkeley.            . '